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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 11, 8:30 & 10 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Doxology,” Victor Labenske 

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” #858 

Greeting 

 

Singing God’s praise  
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 
ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Genesis 15:1-6 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one 
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed 
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 33:12-15, 18-22 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
12Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 
13The LORD looks | down from heaven, 
  and sees all | humankind. 
14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 
  all who dwell | on the earth. 
15God fashions | all their hearts 
  and observes | all their deeds. Refrain 
 

18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
19to deliver their | lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in | time of famine.   
20Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD, 
  our helper | and our shield. 
21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 
  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us, 
  even as we place our | hope in you. Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what 
is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he 
was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power 
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one 
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from 
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of 
the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanking God for the Word of Christ 
 

Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
The author of creation! 
O God of love, you understood 
Our need for your salvation. 
With healing balm our souls you fill; 
All our lament with peace you still. 
To God all praise and glory! 
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From one of the four Gospels Luke 12:32-40 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 12th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they 
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 
them so, blessed are those slaves. 
  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “Be Thou My Vision,” #793 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Be Thou My Vision,” Victor Labenske 

Stand 
 

The Gifts are Presented “Have No Fear, Little Flock,” #764 
stanzas 3 & 4 

Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 
For he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 
Praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 
For he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father  

You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness to 
action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with the 
Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
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Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 

 

 
“We Walk By Faith” 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

#635 
#488 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

ON OUR WAY 

 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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A Song 
 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” #733 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” Jacob Weber 

 
Psalm 33:12:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching – Pr. Burce 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth (8:30); Mike Allan (10) 

Lectors – Ruth King (8:30); Cathy Zalac (10) 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Ron Coulter, Lee Vysoky (8:30);  
Ray Ling, Wendy Ling, Bob Zalac (10) 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann (8:30); Ella Pierse, Leah Vandrasik (10) 

Brass Ensemble – Directed by Adonai Henderson 

Cantor – David Graves 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Katie Norman 

Ushers – Joe King, Tim Roman (8:30); Julia Ellerbruch,  
Dana Quayle, Craig Stinard (10) 

Nursery – Jodi Norris, Kaylie Norris (10) 

Altar Guild – Laura Gaydos, Allison Paton, Diane Paton 

Trustee – Craig Stinard 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ For our leaders and politicians as they respond to the violence that 
plagues our country 

+ For all who grieve the untimely loss of loved ones and friends 

+ For the Church’s patient, determined witness to the reign of Christ 

+ In need of healing:  July Gahl, Paul Griffith, Jodi Hoffman, Brittany and 
Nick Hruska and their infant daughter Brynlie Ellen, Rodney Kaska, Cheryl 
Kucera 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Aug. 13—FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE, d. 1910, the great pioneer of the nursing 
profession, and CLARA MAASS, d. 1901, an American nurse who lost her life in 
the effort to find the source of yellow fever.   
 
Aug. 14—MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, d. 1941, a Franciscan priest who sheltered Polish 
Jews and died in Auschwitz, and KAJ MUNK, d. 1944, a Danish Lutheran pastor 
executed for his outspoken critique of the Nazi occupation. 
 
Aug. 15—MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD,  the all-time model believer of whom 
the angel said “All nations will call you blessed.”   
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 23:23-29, Psalm 82, Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-56 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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